
Q WHEN WAS IT THAT 
YOU FIRST PREMIERED 
IN THE MUSIC INDUSTRY 
IN SRI LANKA? 
Before going into details of the question, 

I wish to express my sincere thanks to the 
Management of Wijeya Newspapers for 
being there ever since I started my career 
as a singer in Sri Lanka since 2003 much 
earlier than the dawn of the "De Lanerolle 
Brothers". This is a clear example of a long-
standing association that has borne fruit.

My career started as a singer in Sri 
Lanka in 2002 after my debut in the United 
Kingdom and the United States of America in 
the year 2000.

Q  ANY PARTICULAR REASON 
WHY YOU TOOK THE STAGE 
AS A SOLOIST IN SRI LANKA 
AFTER SINGING OVERSEAS?
Yes, I did some solo gigs prior to 2002 

but I realised that at the time there was this 
notion that you are no good unless you've 
sung in the west...sad but yet true! As such, 
I wanted to make this a reality to prove some 
of those people wrong and now when I look 
back, I am glad I did just that.

Q  YOUR CAREER AS A CHORAL 
CONDUCTOR WAS QUITE LATE 
COMPARED TO MANY OTHERS. 
ANY REASON FOR THIS?
I believe that it just happened. It 

was at a point when I was judging a 
few international Choral competitions 
in Asia when around the same time we 
brought together school choirs to sing at 
the Cathedral of Christ the Living Saviour. 
I sang and conducted at the same time. 
From then on, I have begun conducting two 
international choirs.

Q  IS CONDUCTING SOMETHING 
VERY DIFFICULT AND WHAT 
DO YOU REALLY WORK ON AS 
A CONDUCTOR?
Nothing is rocket science as long as you 

have a good ear and you know what and 
how to get something out of your choir. For 
me it doesn't matter even if a Conductor 
throws his feet around as long as the person 

can get what is required from the choir so 
that they can make a lasting impression on 
the audience. For me personally it's about 
doing the basics right but I emphasise and 
work continuously on technique (includes 
many aspects), so with my two overseas 
choirs and the Visakha Vidyalaya Senior 
Choir mainly, there is a load of work that we 
do to raise the bar.

Q  BEFORE WE GO ONTO THE 
CHOIRS YOU TRAIN, CAN YOU 
TELL US A BIT ABOUT THE 
ORIGIN AND AGENDA OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL CHORAL 
CONDUCTORS FEDERATION?
It's origin is in Rome, Italy and I was 

invited to be one of its founder members. 
The setting up of this federation is to allow 
a platform for all conductors from all parts of 
the globe to meet for a common goal - world 
music. This platform will allow anyone to 
connect with anyone through the federation. 
It will broaden collaborative opportunities 
where the standard of choral music will be 
uplifted and enriched in all countries.

Q  WHAT ARE THE OTHER 
COUNTRIES THAT ARE A PART 
OF THIS BODY AND WHO 
ARE THE OTHER PROMINENT 
FIGURES THAT HAVE BEEN 
INVITED TO BE A PART OF 
THIS FEDERATION? 
There is representation from Singapore, 

Indonesia, Hong Kong, Russia, Austria, 
Germany, Italy, Slovenia, United Kingdom, 
Sweden, United States of America, Argentina, 
Malaysia, Canada, Norway to name a few. 
Each of the members are eminent figures 
in their own right but I have been able to 
work with Brady Alred (USA), Susanna Saw 
(Malaysia), Tracy Wong (Canada), Wolfgang 
Ziegler (Austria), Michele Josia and Fabrizio 
Barchi (Italy) to date and I am hugely looking 
forward to working with the others.

Q  WHAT WAS YOUR 
REACTION WHEN YOU 
WERE ASKED TO BE ONE OF 
THE FOUNDING MEMBERS 
OF THIS HIGH PROFILE 
INTERNATIONAL BODY? 
To be honest, I couldn't believe what I 

was hearing but the one thing that came 
to my mind was that this is big news for 
Sri Lanka - a reason we can be proud 
of. I always believe that Sri Lanka has 
maintained very high standards for Choral 
singing where three world championships 
have been won to-date, Gold and Silver 
awards won at different competition 
platforms globally that has given Sri 
Lanka recognition. With this, there is a 
permanent representation from Sri Lanka 
in an international body and that in my 
view opens many doors. It is my belief that 
I will be able to gain loads of exposure by 
working with these eminent personalities 
and through whom we can up the ante for 
Choral music in Sri Lanka.

Q  THE FACT THAT YOU 
WERE RECOGNISED ON AN 
INTERNATIONAL LEVEL TO 
REPRESENT OUR COUNTRY 
IN AN EMINENT BODY SUCH 
AS THIS IS NOT ONLY A 
PRESTIGE FOR YOU AS AN 
INDIVIDUAL BUT ALSO A 
HUGE ACHIEVEMENT FOR 
SRI LANKA ITSELF. IN YOUR 
OPINION WHAT MORE 
SHOULD SRI LANKA BE DOING 
TO SUPPORT ITS MUSICIANS 
AND HELP OTHERS TO 
ACHIEVE SIMILAR HEIGHTS? 
This is a broad question that has to be 

broken down to many sub headings but 
it's my belief that the authorities need to 
work to increase the standard of singing 
in the country - take Choral music to the 
provinces and create something wholesome.
The new brigade of musicians also need 
to understand that It's country before 
self and at times you cannot expect the 
administration to do much but rather you 
need to keep moving and networking. It's 
not all about the book but it's about thinking 
out of the box too.

Q HOW LONG HAVE YOU 
BEEN TRAINING THE 
INDIAN AND INDONESIAN 
CHOIRS AND HAVE YOUR 
CHOIRS TRAVELLED?
I started with FMC in 2017 and ANC 

in 2018 and we have toured Europe and 
Asia and were to tour Australia but sadly 
everything has come to a grinding halt now 
for reasons we all know but we have plans 
moving forward including a second tour to 
Sri Lanka.

Q  WHAT ADVICE WOULD 
YOU GIVE TO UPCOMING 
LOCAL MUSICIANS WHO 
HOPE TO MAKE IT TO AN 
INTERNATIONAL LEVEL 
AND REPRESENT THEIR 
COUNTRY ON PLATFORMS 
SUCH AS THIS?
Be humble and don't think you know 

it all, work genuinely for the industry 
without looking at what you can gain 
personally and you will always be 
recognised and rewarded. It also shows 
that you can be internationally recognised 
by living in your country of birth. I don't 
believe in the saying that "one has 
to go overseas and live overseas to 
be recognised"!
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The largest broadcasters in Hungary 
criticised a new law banning the “display 
and promotion of homosexuality” among 
under-18s as a threat to freedom of 
expression, and one said it could impact 
showings of some Harry Potter films and 
classic TV shows. Prime Minister Viktor 
Orban's nationalist government pushed 
the law through parliament on Tuesday 
despite criticism from rights groups 
and the European Union, which said it 
could result in a loss of development 
funds for Hungary. REUTERS

Harry Potter, 'Friends' 
may fall victim to 
Hungary's anti-LGBT law 

Miley Cyrus can use 
name as trademark

SPOTIFY STRIKES 
EXCLUSIVE DEAL WITH 
'CALL HER DADDY' PODCAST 

Spotify Technology SA on Tuesday 
announced a multi-year deal to stream the 
popular podcast 'Call Her Daddy', hosted by 
Alex Cooper on its audio streaming platform, 
in its latest exclusive tie-up to keep listeners 
hooked. The Swedish company will exclusively 

stream 'Call Her Daddy' 
starting July 21, including 

all back catalogue 
full-length episodes, 

future episodes and 
additional exclusive 
new projects in 
development, Spotify 
said in statement, 
without disclosing any 
financial details of the 

deal.

ROHAN  DE  LANEROLLE

H
is immense contribution to the world of music, both as an individual 
and as a part of the duo the “De Lanerolle Brothers” makes Rohan De 
Lanerolle a name that needs no introduction. Having proved his metal 
many times over on the global stage as a brilliant musician, Rohan De 
Lanerolle is a Lion that has made Sri Lanka proud.  In recognition of his 
many accolades he was recently invited by a prestigious global body, 

namely the “International Choral Conductors Federation'' to be one of its founding 
members. Celebrating this major milestone in his career, we decided to sit down 
with Rohan to talk about what this appointment entails for the Sri Lankan music 
industry as well as for himself. 

 
The new brigade of 
musicians also need 
to understand that 
it's country before 

self and at times you 
cannot expect the 

administration to do 
much but rather you 
need to keep moving 
and networking. It's 

not all about the book 
but it's about thinking 

out of the box too”

Rehearsals for a concert in Manado, Indonesia

Both choirs in a combined Peace 
Concert performance in SL, 2019

Judging a competition in Venice, Italy

REUTERS

U.S. pop star Miley Cyrus has won 
the right to use her name as a trademark 
on a wide range of products in the 
European Union, after Europe's top court 
on Wednesday annulled a decision by 
the EU patent office to limit the scope of 
her brand. The case dates to 2014 when 
the 28-year-old “Wrecking Ball” singer's 
company Smiley Miley Inc. sought to 
trade mark MILEY CYRUS with the EU 
Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO) for 
audio and video discs, mobile phone 
cases, e-books, electronic board games, 
calendars and other goods. REUTERS

REPRESENTING  
SRI LANKA ON A 
GLOBAL STAGE

All of us were looking forward 
to enjoying some form of freedom 
on Monday,when all hopes were 
dashed with the extension of the 
travel restrictions.  Here we are stuck 
in our homes but the roads seem 
to be full of traffic. Add to that the 
rains are island wide and we hear of 
floods, landslides, people displaced, 
many cases of dengue and the virus 
still rampant.  In the newspapers 
and on social media are reports of 
hundreds of kilos of Heroin, Kerala 
Ganja and other opioids used as 
recreational drugs being seized 
nearly every day, which makes this 
Island seem a drug haven. People 
are scared to consume any sea-
food with the number of dead sea 
mammals washing up on the shores 
as a result of the burning ship nine 
kilometers away from the shoreline.  
To top it off we read of inhabitants 
in a two storey house relabelling 
expired medicines and tablets that 
must be distributed to pharmacies all 
over. Fortunately, the culprits were 

apprehended but how much damage 
has been done already is unknown.  
Some margarines and oils that are 
for sale are on the suspect list for 
being dangerous and people do not 
buy them anymore. Add to this the 
messages that are floating around 
about how ineffective some of the 
vaccines are. The list is endless and 
everybody is just looking for some 
relief from all this gloom and doom.

Most are tired of binge 
watching movies and chatting 
on the telephone because there 
seems nothing to talk about any 
more other than for the same 
old depressing stuff;  even 
gossip does not seem to excite 
people anymore as everyone 
is just about fed up with all 
of the goings on here.  The 
monotonous daily lifestyle is 

getting on everyone’s nerves. A few 
people who have dual nationalities 
have decided to flee the country as 
they are now sure that the grass is 
greener on the other side. Lucky are 
those who have the resources and 
are able to do so. A dear friend who 
consults an astrologer constantly 
does not seem to have any good 
news to tell me. It is all chaotic and 
quite depressing and like everyone 
else I am longing to see the light at 
the end of this very black tunnel.

The monotonous daily lifestyle is getting 
on everyone’s nerves. A few people who 
have dual nationalities have decided to 
flee the country as they are now sure 
that the grass is greener on the other 
side. Lucky are those who have the 

resources and are able to do so 

It Is Quite Depressing
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